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Friday 25th September 2026

It has been another busy and enjoyable week at school, with lots of
wonderful learning taking place across all year groups. It has been lovely
to see the children working hard, showing enthusiasm and living out our

school values each day.

A huge congratulations to Year 1, who achieved an amazing 100%
attendance this week!  What a fantastic achievement. Well done to all our

Year 1 children and families for helping us reach this brilliant result. Every
day really does matter!

Mrs Gallagher

If you are ever worried about your child or another child, please come and
talk to us.

We are always here to listen, support and help.

Designated Safeguarding Leads
Mrs VL. Gallagher

Mrs S. Thomas
Mrs J. Copperwheat 

SAFEGUARDING AND WELLBEING



SCHOOL NEWS

OPEN MORNINGS RECEPTION SEPTEMBER 2027

We are delighted to invite parents and carers who are considering a
Reception place for September 2027 to come and visit our school.

A visit is a wonderful opportunity to see our learning environment, meet our 
dedicated staff, and find out more about the exciting experiences we offer
our youngest learners. We are proud of our caring and nurturing community

and would love the chance to show you what makes our school special.

• • Thursday 8th October 2026 at 09:30
• Thursday 15th October 2026 at 09:30
• Thursday 5th November 2026 at 09:30
• Thursday 19th November 2026 at 09:30
• Thursday 3rd December 2026 at 09:30

• Thursday 7th January 2027 at 09:30

If you are unable to attend one of our open mornings and would like to
arrange a visit, please contact the school office on 01634 234 677. We look

forward to welcoming you and answering any questions you may have.

Come and discover how your child's learning journey could begin with us!



ATTENDANCE

Year Percentage

Reception 99.7%

Year 1 100%

Year 2 98.9%

Year 3 97.6%

Year 4 95.3%

Year 5 99.7%

Year 6 97.1%

Whole School Attendance:
97.8%

At St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic
Primary School, we believe every school

day 
is a step towards success.

 Regular attendance helps children
learn more, build friendships, and grow

in confidence. 

Even missing a few days can add up to
lost learning time – and we want every
child to have the best chance to shine!



PRAYER AND LITURGY

Please see the link to St Thomas of Canterbury RC Church below

Parish Priest: Fr Emmanuel Onwu

The link to the parish newsletter is included below. Inside, you’ll find
all the latest parish news along with up‑to‑date Mass times.

https://www.rcrainham.co.uk/weekly-parish-newsletter.html

CAFOD Children’s Liturgy

https://www.rcrainham.co.uk/uploads/2/5/7/7/25770952/newsletter_20.09.26.pdf




LUNCH MENU’S

14.09.2026
05.10.2026
26.10.2026
16.11.2026
07.12.2026
11.01.2027
01.02.2027
01.03.2027
22.03.2027

31.08.2026
21.09.2026
12.10.2026
02.11.2026
23.11.2026
14.12.2026
18.01.2027
08.02.2027
08.03.2027

07.09.2026
28.09.2026
19.10.2026
09.11.2026
30.11.2026
04.01.2027
25.01.2027
22.02.2027
15.03.2027



OUR WEEK AT SCHOOL

NURSERY

RECEPTION

We have been using our feet to dance, jump
and paint. The children really enjoyed walking in

paint and loved the Copperwheat foot spa
afterwards. We have used pennies to buy

footwear at our shoe shop and counted socks
when making pairs.

This week in reception we have started phonics! We have learned that the letters of
the alphabet make sounds and the sounds we have learned this week are ‘s’ and
‘a’. We have practiced writing these letters in sand, with paintbrushes and water,

with our magic finger pencils and with writing pencils. We have learned actions to
help us to remember the sounds these letters make; we wiggle our hands like a

snake when making the ‘s’ sound and pretend to be eating a big juicy apple when
we make the ‘a’ sound. We cannot wait to learn more letter sounds! Well done

reception!



YEAR 1

YEAR 2

Year 2 had a fantastic time taking part in a drama workshop based on the
Three Rs: Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. Through drama, acting, and exciting
superhero-inspired moves and powers, the children explored how they can

help keep our world healthy and protect the environment. They showed great
creativity, enthusiasm and confidence as they embraced their roles,
impressing both me and the drama teacher with their energy and

imagination. Well done, Year 2, for your wonderful participation and for
demonstrating how small actions can make a big difference!



YEAR 3

YEAR 4

This week year 4 have been using their
dictionary skills to find the definition of

words from our class text. We found out the
meaning of kilt, ancient and hieroglyphics!
We also carried out a science observation
where we explored our school grounds for
living things, we found spiders, bees and
different kinds of bird which we sketched

and recorded in our books.



YEAR 5

YEAR 6

Year 6 have been exploring the Christian story of Creation and
reflecting on what it teaches us about God, humanity and our

responsibility for the world around us. Through thoughtful
discussions and creative activities, the children have uncovered
hidden messages within the creation narrative and considered

how these messages remain relevant today.



YEARS 1, 2 & 3 DRAMA WORKSHOPS

This week the children in reception, year 1, year 2 and year 3
were taken on an adventure with Perform Drama School. This

high-energy workshop invited pupils to suit up alongside
Supa Dupa, a superhero on a mission to save the planet from

pollution, waste and the chaotic Bad Boppa. We were
greeted by Super Bear who taught us all about how to look

after our planet through the use of Reduce, Re-use and
Recycle. The children all had a wonderful time engaging in
activities designed to support their understanding of taking
care of the world and they all successfully completed their

missions! Well done Eco Warriors! 



IMPORTANT DATES

New Dates in Red

Wider Curriculum Theme - Our Heritage

Friday 25th September 2026 15:15 – Celebration Assembly

Thursday 24th September 2026 09:30 Reception 2027 open morning

Monday 28th October 2026 Little Way Week

Tuesday 29th September 2026 KCSP Trust Mass at Aylesford – Year 6

Friday 2nd October 2026 15:15 Year 5 class assembly

Wednesday 7th October 2026 National dress day for children

Thursday 8th October 2026 09:30 Reception 2027 open morning

Thursday 8th October 2026 15:45 Food festival

Friday 9th October 2026 KS2 trip Wildwood

Thursday 15th October 2026 09:30 Reception 2027 open morning

Friday 16th October 2026 15:15 Reception class assembly

Wednesday 21st October 2026 Parent evening 1/2

Thursday 22nd October 2026 Parent evening 2/2

 HALF TERM Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October

WB Monday 2nd November Year 2 to visit war memorial

Tuesday 3rd November 2026 Individual School Photos

Thursday 5th November 2026 09:30 Reception 2027 open morning

Monday 16th November 2026 Anti-bullying week

Thursday 19th November 2026 09:30 Reception 2027 open morning

Monday 30th November 2026 Flu Vaccines – School nurse

Thursday 3rd December 2026 09:30 Reception 2027 open morning

Tuesday 8th December 2026 AM Nursery Nativity to parents

Tuesday 8th December 2026 PM Reception and KS1 Nativity to parents

Wednesday 9th December 2026 PM Reception and KS1 Nativity to parents

Tuesday 15th December 2026 KS2 Christmas Carol Service



IMPORTANT DATES - CONTINUED

New Dates in Red

Wider Curriculum Theme - Our Heritage

Thursday 17th December 2026 Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day

Friday 18th December 2026 Last day term – 14:00 finish

 Christmas Holiday Saturday 19th December to Sunday 3rd January

Monday 4th January 2027 INSET Day – Staff only at school

Tuesday 5th January 2027 Children return to school
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